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Tree	Advocacy	
Class

March	25,	2017,	9:30	to	Noon
Ocean	Beach	Recreation	Center
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Welcome	and	Introductions

• Why	this	class?		
• Trees	cut	down!		Why?		What	can	we	do?		

• Introductions
• Sponsors
• Class	objectives

• What	is	urban	forestry?
• How	to	find	more	information
• How	to	advocate	(ask)
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Class	Outline

I. Why	advocate	for	trees?
II. Where	are	the	trees?
III. Who	owns	the	trees?
IV. What	laws	apply	to	trees?
V. Who	takes	care	of	trees?
VI. What	does	it	take,	to	manage	trees?
VII. How	can	we	influence	tree	management?

3Tree	Advocacy	Class,	March	25,	2017

I.		Why	advocate	for	trees?

1.	What	is	your	favorite	memory	of	a	tree?
• Share	your	story

2.	How	do	trees	enhance	your	health?
3.	What	City	services	do	trees	provide	for	you?	

• Share	with	a	“neighbor”
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Tree	Benefits
• City	services
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Images	from:		Invest	from	the	Ground	Up

Tree	Benefits
• City	services
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Images	from:		Invest	from	the	Ground	Up

Tree	Benefits
• Public	health
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Images	from:		Invest	from	the	Ground	Up

Tree	Benefits
• Public	health
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Tree	Benefits
• Tree	size	matters!
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II.	Where	are	the	trees?

• What	would	you	like	to	know	about	trees	in	
Ocean	Beach?

• How	much	of	Ocean	Beach’s	land	is	already	
covered	by	tree	canopy?				

• 14	percent!

• Where	would	you	like	more	trees	and	shade?
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II.	Where	are	the	trees?
• What	does	the	tree	canopy	look	like?
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II.	Where	are	the	trees?
• Urban	Tree	Canopy	Assessment

• LiDAR	(Light	Detection	and	Ranging)
• 4‐inch	resolution

• Maps!		
• Existing	tree	canopy
• Possible	tree	canopy
• Ownership	of	trees
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II.	Where	are	the	trees?
• in	Ocean	Beach?
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II.	Where	are	the	trees?
• Parcels	in	Ocean	Beach
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II.	Where	are	the	trees?
• What	parcels	have	the	most	trees?

15Tree	Advocacy	Class,	March	25,	2017

II.	Where	are	the	trees?
• How	tall	are	the	trees?	
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II.	Where	are	the	trees?
• How	tall	are	the	trees?	

0‐10	ft tall,				10+	ft,				20+	ft,				30+	ft,				40+	ft,	50+	ft,	60+	ft.	70+	ft
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II.	Where	are	the	trees?
• Where	could	trees	be	planted,	in	Ocean	Beach?
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III.	Who	owns	the	trees?
• Private	property

• Agriculture
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential	
• Utilities

• Public	property	
• Institutional
• Schoolyards	
• Military
• Parks
• Transportation	

[dark	green	=	existing	trees,				light	green	and	light	grey	=	possible	trees]
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III.	Who	owns	the	trees?
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• Ocean	Beach
• Southeastern	San	Diego
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Some	cities	have	more	trees!
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IV.	What	laws	apply	to	trees?
• 900‐19	Public	Tree	Protection	(Heritage	trees)
• Torrey	Pine,	4651	Saratoga
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IV.	What	laws	apply	to	trees?
• 900‐19	Public	Tree	
Protection	(Heritage	trees)

• Nomination	submitted	by	
citizen	or	property	owner

• Recommendation	by	
Community	Forest	
Advisory	Board

• Designation	by	City’s	
Urban	Forester	or	Park	
Arborist
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IV.	What	laws	apply	to	trees?

• Policies
• 200‐05	Planting	of	Trees	on	City	Streets

• Municipal	Codes
• Landscape	Regulations
• Public	Rights‐of‐way
• Protection	of	Torrey	Pines
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What’s	the	plan,	Stan?

• General	Plan	2008
• Climate	Action	Plan	
2015

• Tree	canopy	goals
• 15%	by	2020
• 35%	by	2035

• Urban	Forestry	
Program	Five‐Year	
Plan	2017
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What’s	the	plan,	Stan?

• Community	Plan	Updates
• Ocean	Beach	Community	
Plan	2015

• 7.7	Urban	Forestry	and	
Sustainable	Landscape	
Design	
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Tree District  Major Tree Theme  Alternate Tree 
Northeast Ocean 
Beach 

St. Mary’s Magnolia
Gold Medallion

Bronze loquat 
Victorian Box 
Mexican fan palm 

Park Row  Firewheel tree 
Golden Rain tree 

Red Gum 
Mexican Fan palm 

Beach  Cape Chestnut 
New Zealand 
Christmas 

Chinese Flame 
Paperbark 
Mexican Fan palm 

Central Ocean Beach  Hong Kong Orchid 
Pink Trumpet 

Mexican Fan Palm 

Highlands  Purple‐leaf Plum 
Hong Kong Orchid 
Pink Trumpet 

Mexican Fan Palm 
Queen Palm 

Urban Ocean Beach  Gold Medallion 
Purple Orchid Tree 

Mexican Fan Palm 

Cliffs  St. Mary’s Magnolia 
Cape Chestnut 
New Zealand 
Christmas 

Fruitless Olive 
Australian Willow 
Queen Palm 
Mexican Fan Palm  27Tree	Advocacy	Class,	March	25,	2017

Aleppo	Pine,	at	4570	Saratoga	Avenue
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Torrey	Pine,	at	4605	Saratoga	Avenue	(Heritage	trees)
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What’s	the	plan,	Nan?

• Peninsula	Community	
Plan	1987
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V.		Who	takes	care	of	the	trees?

• Park	and	Recreation
• Parks	and	recreation	centers
• Open	space	
• Maintenance	Assessment	Districts	(MADs)

• Transportation	and	Stormwater (street	trees)
• Planning
• Development	Services	

• Permits	for	residential	and	commercial	uses
• Code	compliance

• Public	Works
• Capital	Improvement	Program
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V.		Who	takes	care	of	the	trees?
• Who	makes	decisions	about	trees?

• Planning	boards	and	town	councils
• City	Council	and	Mayor

• Budget	process
• FY	2018	Annual	budget	(hearings	in	May)
• Capitol	Improvement	Projects	(CIP)
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VI.	What	does	it	take,	to	manage	trees?
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Planting

Maintenance

Preservation

Risk 
Management

Emergency 
Response Planning 

&
Policy

VI.		What	does	it	take,	to	manage	trees?
• Tree	selection—right	tree,	right	place,	right	purpose

• Climate	zone,	soil	and	space
• Low‐ and	medium‐water	needs
• Leaves	and	flowers
• Pests	and	diseases
• Native	species	but	NOT	invasive	species
• Palms	for	visual	effect	or	in	historic	places

• Street	tree	selection	guide
• SelectTree online	info
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VI.	What	does	it	take,	to	manage	trees?
• Tree	selection—what	trees	grow	well	in	OB?

• Sunset	“Climate	Zone	24”	
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VI.	What	does	it	take,	to	manage	trees?
• Tree	planting	
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VI.	What	does	it	take,	to	manage	trees?
• Tree	maintenance	and	pruning
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VI.	What does it take, to manage trees?
• Tree watering

VI.	What	does	it	take,	to	manage	trees?
• Tree	watering

• About	$10	to	$20	a	year	for	each	tree
• Trees	need	deep	watering,	once	a	month
• Trees	in	lawns	have	shallow	roots	and	can	blow	over
• Separate	irrigation	zones	
• Watering	trees	is	not	a	waste	of	water!		
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VI.	What	does	it	take,	to	manage	trees?
• Tree	watering	with	buckets	set	at	drip	line		
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VI.	What	does	it	take,	to	manage	trees?
• Trees	and	sidewalks
• Tree	protection	during	construction
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VI.	What	does	it	take,	to	manage	trees?
• Tree	risks	and	emergencies

• Tree	Risk	Assessment	
Qualification

• Tree	removal	
• Diseased,	deformed,	dead
• Removing	Torrey	Pines	on	
Saratoga	Avenue
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Look	at	local	trees!

• Walk	to	the	park	and	around	the	Recreation	Center
• Measure	the	dbh of	3	trees	

• DBH	=	Diameter	at	breast	height
• Large	tree	=	estimate	by	arm	spread	(same	as	height)
• Small	tree	=	tape	measure

• Mark	where	more	trees	could	be	planted
• “Vacant”	plantable spaces
• Park,	parking	lot,	city	property,	and	school
• Street	parkways	on	Ebbers	and	Santa	Monica
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Look	at	local	trees!
• Walk	to	the	park	and	around	the	Recreation	Center
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Where	could	trees	be	planted?

Measure	dbh of	3	trees
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VII.	What	to	advocate?
• What?

• Budgets
• Planning	decisions
• Policy	changes
• Tree	planting	and	replacement
• Tree	watering	and	care

• Who?
• Town	councils
• Community	planning	groups
• City	council
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VII.	What	to	advocate?
• Request	a	street	tree!

• “No	fee	street	tree	permit	
application”	

• Includes	watering	agreement
• Get	it	done!	to	report	
problems

• Tree	pruning
• Tree	removal
• Tree	damage
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VII.	What	to	advocate?
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VII.	How	to	advocate?
• Explain	the	reasons	“why”

• City	regulations
• Personal	experience

• State	the	action	clearly
• Tree	pruned,	removed,	planted

• State	a	positive	result
• Shade	for	schoolchildren
• Sidewalk	that	is	level	and	tree	still	providing	shade
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VII.	How	to	advocate?
• Practice!

• Where	could	more	trees	be	planted,	near	the	Ocean	
Beach	Community	Center	or	Elementary	School?

• Explain	the	reasons	for	this	action
________________________________________________________
• State	the	action	clearly
________________________________________________________
• State	a	positive	result
________________________________________________________
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VII.	How	to	advocate?
Get	involved!
• Local	urban	forestry	organizations
• Environmental	organizations
• Organizations	working	on	climate	change	issues
• Ocean	Beach	community	organizations
• Elected	officials

•
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Closing	Remarks

We	can	advocate	for	trees!
Where	are	the	trees?

Who	owns	the	trees?
What	laws	apply	to	trees?
Who	takes	care	of	trees?

What	does	it	take,	to	manage	trees?
We	can	make	a	difference,	for	trees	and	people!
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Contacts
Tree	Advocacy	Class	organizers
• Virginia	Wilson,	District	2	representative	to	Community	
Forest	Advisory	Board,	vma.wilson@outlook.com

• Colleen Dietzel,	Ocean	Beach	Green	Center,	
oceanbeachgreencenter@gmail.com

• Kris Schlech, kschlech@yahoo.com
• Linda	Lawrence,	llawrence01@cox.net
• Anne	Fege,	Chair,	Community	Forest	Advisory	Board,	
afege@aol.com

• Nan Sterman and	Marianne	Gerdes,	producers	of A
Growing Passion, http://agrowingpassion.com/

These	slides	and	the	Tree	Advocacy	Handbook	will	be	
posted	at	http://www.oceanbeachgreencenter.org/
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